
LEGAL NOTICE 

SCOPING AND REQUEST FOR COMMENTS 

LITTLE PAPOOSE MINE EXPLORATION PROJECT 

USDA - FOREST SERVICE 

NEZ PERCE-CLEARWATER NATIONAL FOREST 

POWELL RANGER DISTRICT 

IDAHO COUNTY, IDAHO 

 

The Lochsa-Powell Ranger District of the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests is seeking 

comments on the Little Papoose Mine Exploration project.  The purpose of this project is to 

respond to a request by a mining claimant to continue to explore and delineate the extent of 

mineralization on their claims by drilling, trenching, and geophysical and geochemical surveys.  

The mining law of 1872 allows individuals the right to explore and mine locatable minerals on 

the Public Domain Lands.  The National Forests manage and protect the surface resources; 

therefore, the claimant’s Plan of Operations (POO) need to be approved by local land managers.  

The proposed activities would occur over a 5 year period between the months of May and 

November when roads are accessible. The mine is located in the upper portions of the Legendary 

Bear (Imnamatnoon) Creek drainage, a tributary to the Lochsa River.  It is located in T37N, 

R13E, Section 12 and T37N, R14E, Sections 6 and 7, Boise Meridian, Idaho County, Idaho. 

 

Request for Comments 

The proposed project is an activity implementing a land management plan and is subject to 36 

CFR 218 regulations (subparts A and B).  In accordance with 36 CFR 218.2, specific written 

comments should be within the scope of the proposed action, have a direct relationship to the 

proposed action, and must include supporting reasons for the responsible official to consider.  It 

is the responsibility of all individuals and organizations to ensure that their comments are 

received in a timely manner.  To establish standing for objection, the designated opportunity for 

scoping comments to be received will be 30 days, beginning on the first day after the date of 

publication of the legal notice in the newspaper of record (Lewiston Tribune, Lewiston, Idaho).  

Oral or hand delivered comments must be received within normal business hours of 7:30 am to 

4:00 pm, excluding holidays. 

Written comments should include your name, address, and (if possible) telephone number, 

organization represented, if any, and specific facts or comments along with supporting reason 

that you believe the Responsible Official should consider in reaching a decision; and your 

signature.  Comments may be mailed electronically to: comments-northern-nezperce@fs.fed.us.  

The subject line must contain the name of the project for which you are submitting comments 

(i.e. Little Papoose Mine Exploration).  Acceptable formats are MS Word, PDF or RTF. 

You may also mail or hand-deliver your comments to Brandon Knapton, District Ranger, 

Lochsa-Powell Ranger District, 502 Lowry Street, Kooskia, Idaho 83539.  Office hours are 7:30 

am to 4:00 pm, Monday through Friday (except Federal holidays).  Comments received in 

response to this solicitation, including names and addresses of those who comment, will be 

considered part of the public record on these proposed actions and will be available for public 

inspection.  Comments submitted anonymously will be accepted and considered.   Additionally, 

pursuant to 7 CFR 1.27(d), any person may request the agency to withhold a submission from the 

mailto:comments-northern-nezperce@fs.fed.us


public record by showing how the Freedom of Information (FOIA) permits such confidentiality.  

Requests for confidentiality may be granted in only very limited circumstances.  A 30-day notice 

and comment period will be provided at a future date (218.24).  Only those who respond to this 

request for comments will remain on the mailing list for this project. 

An objection period, if required, will follow the regulations found in 36 CFR 218.7. For 

objection eligibility (218.5), only those who have submitted timely, specific written comments 

during any designated opportunity for public comment may file an objection.  Issues to be raised 

in objections must be based on previously submitted specific written comments regarding the 

proposed project and attributed to the objector, unless the issue is based on new information that 

arose after a designated opportunity to comment [218.8(c)]. 

Project documents will be available electronically on the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forest 

webpage at:  http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=52419. 

If you have any questions please contact Rebecca Anderson, Project Team Leader at: (208) 476-

8351, (208)476-8285 (fax) or rebeccaanderson@fs.fed.us. 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=52419

